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ready to do so. Throug h scientific advances, we know more about how drug s work in the brain than ever, and we also know that drug
addiction can be successfully treated to help people stop abusing  drug s and lead productive lives. Drug  abuse and addiction have neg ative
consequences for individuals and for society. Estimates of the total overall costs of substance abuse in the United States, including
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billion for tobacco,2 and $235 billion for alcohol.3 As stag g ering  as these numbers are, they do not fully describe the breadth of destructive
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domestic violence, and child abuse. Addiction is a chronic, oEen relapsing  brain disease that causes compulsive drug  seeking  and use,
despite harmful consequences to the addicted individual and to those around him or...
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