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*****.John Calvin (10 July 1509 - 27 May 1564) was one of the most influential Christians of the last millennium. An influential French theolog ian
and pastor during  the Protestant Reformation, Calvin was a principal fig ure in the development of the system of Christian theolog y later
named aGer him. Orig inally trained as a humanist lawyer, he broke from the Roman Catholic Church around 1530, and aGer relig ious tensions
provoked a violent uprising  ag ainst Protestants in France, Calvin fled to Basel, Switzerland, where he published the first edition of his seminal
work Institutes of the Christian Relig ion in 1536. Calvin was a tireless polemic and apolog etic writer who g enerated much controversy. He also
exchang ed cordial and supportive letters with many reformers, including  Philipp Melanchthon and Heinrich Bulling er. In addition to the
Institutes, he wrote commentaries on most books of the Bible, as well as theolog ical treatises and confessional documents. He reg ularly
preached sermons throug hout the week in Geneva. Calvin was influenced by the Aug ustinian tradition, which led him to expound the doctrine
of predestination and the absolute sovereig nty of God in salvation of the human soul from death and eternal damnation. Calvin s writing  and
preaching s provided the seeds for the branch of theolog y that bears his name. The Reformed and Presbyterian churches, which look to Calvin
as a chief expositor of their beliefs, have spread throug hout the world.
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