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Print on Demand *****. A party was assembled in a room ofan hotel in Calcutta, at the end of the year 1822. It consisted of a gentleman, a lady
in deep mourming, a boy of between fourteen and fifteen, and two girls of thirteen and twelve. I think you had better accept my offer, Nellie, the
gentleman was saying. You will find it hard work enough to make both ends meet, with these two girls; and Stanley would be a heavy drain on
you. The girls cost nothing but their clothes; but he must go to a decent school, and then there would be the trouble of thinking what to do
with him, afterwards. If | could have allowed you a couple of hundred a year, it would have been altogether different; but you see | am fighting
an uphill fight, myself and need every penny that | can scrape together. | am getting on; and | can see well enough that, unless something
occurs to upset the whole thing, | shall be doing a big trade, one of these days; but every half penny of profit has to go into the business. So,
as you know, | cannot help you at present though, by the time the girls grow up, | hope I shall be able to do so, and thatto a good extent.
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