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0.4inVenous thromboembolism (VTE) refers to pathologic thrombosis in the venous circulation. Although the most frequent venous

thromboembolic event is deep venous thrombosis in the veins of the legs, thromboses can also occur in the veins of the upper extremities,
pelvis, abdomen, and cerebral venous sinuses. Pulmonary embolism is the main life-threatening complication of deep vein thrombosis, in
which a portion of the venous thrombus is carried to the pulmonary arteries by blood flow, potentially obstructing the pulmonary vasculature.
Treatment begins with short-term use of a parenteral anticoagulant (and sometimes thrombolytic therapy) and then usually continues with a

vitamin K antagonist, most commonly warfarin. The duration of therapy depends on whether the patient is considered to have continuing risk
factors for recurrence. Much effort has been devoted to quantifying the risk of recurrent thrombosis. If the patient has a persistent risk factor for
thrombosis, anticoagulant therapy is often continued, sometimes for the life of the patient. The clinician and patient also try to reduce
exposure to any modifiable risk factors and may use mechanical or pharmacological means of preventing thrombosis at high risk times, such
as during hospitalization or pregnancy. The overarching question we were asked to address (Key Question KQ 1) was: Does FVL testing, alone
orin combination with prothrombin G20210A testing, lead to improved clinical outcomes (e. g., avoidance of a recurrent VTE) in adults with a
personal history of VTE or to improved clinical outcomes (e. g. , avoidance of an initial VTE) in adult family members of mutation-positive
individuals Are testing results useful in medical, personal, or public health decision making To address this question, we reviewed the

literature regarding these tests analytic validity, clinical validity,...
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