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Arcadia Publishing  Library Editions, 2000. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Life on
Gasparilla Island once had a very diBerent rhythm. With a past intimately tied to Charlotte Harbor and the rich fishing  g rounds it provided,
Gasparilla Island was, in its early history, the site of a small fishing  villag e and a commercial fishery. The discovery of phosphate deposits in the
reg ion and the introduction of the railroad soon increased the pace of life, and a thriving  port was built on the island s south end. As the
twentieth century dawned and the Florida boom loomed on the horizon, the town of Boca Grande beg an to hum with the activity of a rapidly
g rowing  population. Thoug h much has chang ed throug h the years--the little fishing  villag e has vanished, the estimable Boca Grande Hotel is
g one, and the once bustling  port is now a state park--much of the reg ion s unique history continues to inform the modern landscape. The
venerable lig hthouse, constructed in 1890, now serves as a museum of local history, and the g rand Gasparilla Inn still stands firmly upon its
orig inal 1911 site. Those who now call Boca Grande home cherish it for the same island mag ic that fishermen and railroad oBicials recog nized
long  ag o: its unspoiled natural beauty, inviting  climate, world-class fishing , and welcoming  community.
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