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unreliable. At diBerent spots in Yezo and the Kurile Islands excavations are found from three to six feet deep, with a leng th or diameter of
fiDeen to twenty feet; these he in g roups, numbering  as many as one thousand, and are attributed by the Ainos to a people called Koro-pok-
g uru, meaning  people having  excavations, or cave-dwellers, or to the Ko-bito (dwarfs), who are said to have inhabited the island before the
Ainos and to have been exterminated by them. These holes were probably covered with a roofing  of branches on which earth was laid.
Excavations in their neig hbourhood have broug ht to lig ht potsherds and stone arrows, a fact which is the more remarkable, as the Aino seem
never to have learnt the art of making  pottery, which they do not even now possess. On the other hand, a few centuries ag o they made use of
stone arrowheads; these were later replaced by points of bamboo, which are both more easily made and better suited to hold the poison
which they employ in hunting . Nothing  is known as to the orig in of the Koro-pok-g uru or of the Ainos; apparently both peoples immig rated
from the north at an early period; the Ainos at any rate advanced as far as the northern half of Hondo, and perhaps even farther south. Some
authorities consider the Ainos a Mong olian, others a Polynesian, people. Dr. E. Baelz places them among  the Caucasian races, and believes
them to have been related to the Mujiks, the peasants of Great Russia; the resemblance, at...
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