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Eng lish Civil War. Brilliana Harley is a Puritan, a lone Roundhead in a county of Royalists, and it is not long  before her enemies sit down in
sieg e around her. As cannon-shot rains down upon her castle, she alone must captain a g arrison of men and defend her home. Out of
Brilliana's words emerg es a woman of courag e and conviction, a loving  mother and capable wife, dutiful even under duress. As Mia pieces her
tog ether, she finds that it is throug h Brilliana's life, so diBerent and yet so similar, that she can come to understand her own. Darkling  is a
revolutionary undertaking : an echoing  of two lives across the centuries, deCly weaving  orig inal seventeenth-century documents into the fabric
of a modern fiction. The result is a book of voices, past and present, exquisitely observed and skilfully summoned.
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