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June 24, 1696, in the Sixty-Fifth Year of His Age, With Dr. Bates s Dedication Sir, The ministers of the gospel are, in the scripture-language, Stars

in the right hand of Christ, to signify their diffusive light, and beneficial influences. As in the future state of the resurrection, some Stars shall
differ from others in glory; so in the present state of the regeneration, some ministers are distinguished from others; by a brighter eminence in
their endowments, and a more powerful emanation of light in their preaching. Of this select number was Mr Philip Henry, in whom there was a
union of those real excellencies of parts, learning, and divine graces, that signalized him among his brethren. This does evidently appear in
the narrative of his life, drawn by one very fit to do it: as having had entire knowledge of him, by long and intimate conversation; and having,

by his holy instructions, and the impression of his example, been made partaker of the same sanctifying Spirit. The describing the external
actions of saints, without observing the holy principles and affections from whence they derived their life and purity, is a defective and irregular
representation of them. Tis as if an account were given of the riches and f cundity of the earth, from the flowers and fruits that grow upon it,

without considering the mines of precious metals contained in its bosom. Now only an inward Christian that has felt the power of religion in his
heart, can, from the reflection upon himself,...
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