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archdeacon and canon. lt was then that he preached the first sermons that we have of his, and his first paneg yrics; also he took up arms for the
first time as a controversialist ag ainst the Protestants, who abounded in that province. In a word, Bossuet conducted himself like a militant
young  Levite, who, instead of accepting  at once an ag reeable post at the centre of all thing s in the capital, preferred to inure himself and
temper himself by bearing  the arms of the Word where duty and dang er called him, on the frontier. Of Bossuet s earliest sermons, among
those he preached at Metz in his youth, one has been specially pointed out by the Abbe Vaillant; it is that for the ninth Sunday aHer Whitsunday.
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