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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Dr. Moon is
physician to the National hospital for diseases of the heart in London, and the first three chapters of the book were originally published in the
British Medical Journal. Its object is to show by taking various important epochs in the history of the world, how intimately medicine has been
bound up with the current thought and philosophy of the day; how medicine no more than art can work away by itself uninfluenced by the
intellectual milieu in which it finds itself (p. vii). Both in his Preface and at the end of the book, the author, however, refers to a more practical
object, which he believes that a study of the interrelations between philosophy and medicine should help to bring about. This is to afford to
the physician a broader and truer conception of the purpose of his art, as not merely contributing to the preservation of life, but as furthering
the intellectual and moral conditions that make life saner and more satisfying. The function of the poet, Goethe tells us somewhere, is so to
represent things that we may find life tolerable; and the physician, in providing for the health of the body as a sort of indispensable
prerequisite, must ever have before his mind that wider outlook which shall enable him to cope with the taedium vitae, Weltschmerz, maladie
de linfini, or by whatever name we like to call those ills which seem inseparable from the travail of an advanced civilization struggling to a new
birth (p. xi). The book covers practically the whole field of the history of medicine and is consequently sometimes scrappy and disconnected.
Its main service is in bringing together from the standard...
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