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*****. [.]his cork-screw tail elevated in the air for joy at being  allowed to join the party; while the children were all hop, skip, and jump, and kept
tig ht hold of a hand of mine apiece, as thoug h they were afraid of flying  away if they let g o. Meanwhile, I walked quietly along , with my market
basket on my arm, a sober old bachelor. I expect the people who passed us in the street thoug ht me a rather incong ruous addition to such a
frisky party; but then, you know, children must caper about. Bless your heart! it would never do in the world to see children mincing  solemnly
along , like little old men and women; it would be as absurd as to have my Neig hbor Nelly wearing  her[.].
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