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1817 But mere numbers do not constitute an effective army. Men must be trained, disciplined and equipped. Every arm of military service must
be organized. There must be long pre paration before a modern army with effective striking power can be created. And this is a war not of
armies alone but of nations. Victory depends, therefore, upon the thorough organi zation of national strength the organized force of all the
Allied resources must be thrown into the struggle in order that the full measure of striking power may be attained. To this end, the Government
have determined that an estimate shall be made of the man power of Canada, and the Board of National Service created for that purpose will
place before the people in the immediate future the means by which that estimate can be effectively made. The work thus undertaken is of
supreme importance. i have, therefore, felt it necessary to abandon for a few weeks duties of great urgency, more insistent than can be
imagined by those who have not participated in them; and | have come before you tonight to urge that the response of the Canadian people
shall be adequate to the need. Let me put that need before you as it lies in my own mind. It can be realized most fully by those who have seen
the devastated cities and towns of France and Belgium, who have passed over the trail left by ravaging armies, who have felt the horror which
war has brought to...
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