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WW Norton Co, United States, 2005. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. In 1943, the renowned
theolog ian Reinhold Niebuhr wrote a prayer for a church service in a New Eng land villag e. Its appeal for g race, courag e, and wisdom soon
became famous the world over. Here, Elisabeth SiCon, Niebuhr s daug hter, reclaims the true history of the Serenity Prayer and, in a poig nant
narrative, tells of eDorts made by the brave men and women who, like Niebuhr, devoted their lives to the causes of social justice, racial
equality, and relig ious freedom in a world spiraling  into and out of economic depression and war. Recalling  her father s eDorts to warn the
clerg y of the dang ers of fascism, and of America s own social and spiritual crises, SiCon reminds us of what is possible when liberal, open-
minded leaders-not zealous fundamentalists or hawkish plutocrats-shape the conscience of the nation. The Serenity Prayer is itself a
meditation on the power of prayer in morally compromised, unstable times. A New York Times Notable Book. Crossing  all relig ious
boundaries, the Serenity Prayer may be the best-loved prayer in America. Why? Elisabeth SiCon g ives the best answer by remembering  a life
lived in fidelity to the prayer, the life of her father, the prayer s author, Reinhold Niebuhr. Candidly observed, brimful of energ y and wit, this
memoir becomes by its end a moving  meditation on the dark heart of the twentieth century. -Jack Miles, author of Christ: A Crisis in the Life of
God Elisabeth SiCon s The Serenity Prayer is in part a memoir of her father, Reinhold Niebuhr, in part a meditation on the dilemmas of relig ious
faith in the contemporary world. Beautifully written, filled with perceptive insig hts and wry humor, it is a major contribution to the intellectual
history of...
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