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Successful suit - no, better to live on loveless and unloved, with no mistress but the poetical idol of my fancy; with no wife but the. Epicene of
my conjug al Utopia. And yet, there were moments when I found my waking  dreams disturbed by an instinctive wish to have some g entle being
to dream with me; or to whom, without putting  the world in my confidence, throug h the medium of pen, ink, and paper, I could communicate
my thoug hts. I was haunted too by the eternal presence of a donncusc, or easy-chair, that stood vacant opposite to my own, and which my
upholsterer insisted upon sending , as what he called a pendant (for all the fashionable tradesmen speak French now) to that delicious
reposoir which seemed to stretch out its arms to receive me. Besides, my sedentary habits and full living  had broug ht on occasional
derang ements of health, which frequently assumed a serious aspect, from my neg lecting  the first symptoms, merely to avoid the trouble of
writing  for my apothecary, and thus rendered a vig ilant and kind g ousemante a g reat desideratum. But I am a moral man; for morality, like
honesty, is not only the best policy, but it is also the least troublesome; and yet the idea of a wife terrified me. The very sig ht of her ru? s and
muFs, and thing s, breaking  up the uniformity of my furniture, would, I was well aware, prove a source of extreme annoyance. Besides, since
the days of the sleeping  beauty in the wood, with whose charms and...
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