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The University of North Carolina Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 280 pag es.
Down and Out in the Great Depression is a moving , revealing  collection of letters by the
forg otten men, women, and children who suffered throug h one of the g reatest periods of
hardship in American history. Sifting  throug h some 15, 000 letters from g overnment and private
sources, Robert McElvaine has culled nearly 200 communications that best show the problems,
thoug hts, and emotions of ordinary people during  this time. Unlike views of Depression life from
the bottom up that rely on recollections recorded several decades later, this book captures the
daily ang uish of people during  the thirties. It puts the reader in direct contact with Depression
victims, evoking  a feeling  of what it was like to live throug h this disaster. Following  Franklin D.
Roosevelts inaug uration, both the number of letters received by the White House and the
percentag e of them coming  from the poor were unprecedented. The averag e number of daily
communications jumped to between 5, 000 and 8, 000, a trend that continued throug hout the
Rosevelt administration. The White House staff for answering  such letters and 151most of which
were directed to FDR, Eleanor Roosevelt, or Harry Hopkins and...
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R e vie ws  

This is actually the finest ebook we have g o throug h until now. It is writter in straig htforward words and phrases instead of di=icult to understand. Its
been desig ned in an remarkably straig htforward way and is particularly just following  i finished reading  throug h this book by which basically chang ed
me, chang e the way in my opinion.
-- Gillia n Wis o ky    

Here is the finest publication we have read rig ht up until now. It is actually writter in easy words instead of di=icult to understand. Its been written in an
remarkably easy way in fact it is only rig ht after i finished reading  this book in which basically chang ed me, modify the way i really believe.
-- P ro f. V a ne s s a  Sm itha m  V              
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