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the initial need for a strong  central g overnment to build the Seneg alese nation-state. All of Seneg als first three presidents used patronag e
politics to g overn. Patron-client relationships with the Marabout leaders1 of the Sufi brotherhoods provided popular support for Lopold
Seng hor, Abdou Diouf, and Abdoulaye Wade. All three used enhanced executive power to practice presidentialist politics as heads of three
successive dominant parties, the Union Prog ressiste Sng alaise (UPS), the Socialist Party (PS), and the Seneg alese Democratic Party (PDS).
Then the period of democratic transitions stemming  from the end of the Cold War saw the rise of an awakened citizenry in the 1990s, a trend
that was amplified in 2011. In 2000, Seneg als voters ended the Seng horDiouf leg acy of socialism in hopes of spurring  economic g rowth, and in
2012, they ended Wades wild liberalism in hopes of starting  an era of g ood g overnance. This Democracy, Human Rig hts, and Governance
(DRG) assessment is based on three weeks of field research. A team interviewed approximately 100 knowledg eable informants in Dakar,
Zig uinchor, and Kdoug ou, rang ing  from representatives of the national, reg ional, and local levels of g overnment; civil society actors at the
national and local levels; U. S. Government oGicials; donors and implementers; and academic and other independent analysts. In addition,
extensive use of both primary and secondary documents informs this assessment. The DRG problem identified in this assessment is that
power and resources are too hig hly concentrated in Seneg al, a major cause and eGect of the lower-level problems of a lack of eGective checks
and balances, weak accountability, and poor delivery of basic...
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