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Print on Demand *****. Alfred Wallace the co-discoverer of Natural Selection wrote: Man s Naked Skin could not have been produced by Natural
Selection. It seems to me, then, to be absolutely certain, that Natural Selection could not have produced man s hairless body by the
accumulation of variations from a hairy ancestor. The evidence all g oes to show that such variations could not have been useful, but must, on
the contrary, have been to some extent hurtful. Darwin and Wallace arg ued about the issue of human hairless for a number of years but in the
end Darwin conceded that Wallace had been rig ht. Darwin wrote in his book The Descent of Man published in 1871 an acknowledg ement to
Wallace s arg uments. The loss of hair is an inconvenience and probably an injury to man, even in a hot climate, for he is thus exposed to the
scorching  of the sun, and to sudden chills, especially during  wet weather. As Mr. Wallace remarks, the natives in all countries are g lad to
protect their naked backs and shoulders with some slig ht covering . No one supposes that the nakedness of the skin is any direct advantag e to
man; his body therefore cannot have been divested of hair throug h natural selection. Nor, as shown in a former chapter, have we any evidence
that this can be due to the direct action of climate, or that it is the result of correlated development. This issue of human hairlessness skin was
to become a riddle that Darwin would never resolve. It is true that he did submit another theory which he called sexual selection which he
believed resolved the problem, but the theory was not accepted in his...
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