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Oxford University Press, United King dom, 2012. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.
Thoug h literature is not a technolog y, the historical models literary scholars use to describe literary history owe a g reat deal to the lang uag es
of orig inality, novelty, prog ress, and invention that core of the idea of technolog ical development. No real surprise: putting  prog ress at the
center of historicity is one of the thing s that makes us moderns. But if you think like a modern person then it s very hard to ever really make a
g ood case for why someone interested in the history of modern literary aesthetics oug ht to read the literature of the non-Western world. On
Literary Worlds makes that case. It does so by rethinking  from the g round up our concepts of literary history and prog ress, redescribing  the
history we know (or think we know) in a new lang uag e that requires us to be far more worldly and g lobal in our arg uments about literary
chang e. To do, so, the book beg ins with an arg ument that literature is a world-creating  activity. If that is true, then a number of scientific and
economic discourses (g lobalization, e.g .) oBen considered as in some way outside of or beyond literature oug ht instead to be thoug ht of as
coeval with it, as partners in humanity s ong oing  attempts to think about the nature of the world. The book reads those attempts as
cosmog raphies whose social force, measured ag ainst the scientific, g eog raphic, and philosophical history of world-concepts, shapes the
physics of the socially possible. This theory of the cosmog raphical imag ination leads to a claim that thinking  worldedness revises existing
models of literary history. Connecting  the cosmog raphical imag ination to the historical shiBs in world-view caused by the Columbian
discoveries and Copernican revolutions, On Literary Worlds shows...
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