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Productions From the time when men first created literature, they beg an, and they have continued ever since, the collection and preservation
of its records. Before the days of writing  even, and when literature existed only in the most primitive forms of verse and prose, - in ballads and
liturg ic chants on the one hand, and in apolog ues, fables, and folk-tales on the other, - each g eneration transmitted to the next these simple
eGorts of untaug ht g enius, and they transmitted them throug h those who memorized them and in turn taug ht them to their successors. It was
in this way that some of the g reatest epics of the world have been preserved to us; and it is evidence of the hig h esteem in which collected
literature was held even in the days when civilization was only dawning , that the persons of these reciters and transmitters of verse and prose
were almost universally held to be sacred. AIer writing  had been invented, but before printing  was known, and in the days when the
permanent preservation of literary material was possible only by inscribing  it upon stone and brick, extraordinary care was taken to secure its
permanency. Modern excavations on the sites of oriental cities in Assyria and Babylonia have broug ht to lig ht whole libraries of books
inscribed and burnt into bricks, or carved upon the imperishable rock. Still later, the same spirit was evinced in the formation of those famous
libraries at Alexandria, and Perg amus, and Rome, wherein was stored, and catalog ued, and classified, what was memorable in...
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