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politics, and he had succeeded in getting elected as a deputy in a department where he had several farms. Since taking his place in the
legislative body, he had posed as a future Finance Minister. Thanks to his practical knowledge and his ready tongue, he was day by day
acquiring a more important position. He was skilful enough to affect absolute devotion to the Empire, but at the same time he professed
theories on financial subjects, which made a great stir, and which he knew gave the Emperor a deal to think of On this particular morning
Nantas was overloaded with business. The greatest activity prevailed in the spacious ofiices which he had arranged on the ground-floor of the
mansion. There was a crowd of clerks, some sitting motionless behind wickets, and others constantly going backwards and forwards, to the
sound of banging doors. There was the constant ring of gold, bags open and overflowing on the tables, the tinkling music of wealth which
might have flooded the streets. In the anteroom a crowd was surging; placehunters, financial agents, politicians, all Paris on its knees before
power. Great men frequently waited there patiently for an hour at a stretch. And he, sitting at his table, in correspondence with people far and
near, able to grasp the world with his outstretched arms, was realising his former dream of force, feeling conscious that...
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