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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 208 pages. Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.4in.This

historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without
typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1912 edition. Excerpt: . . . Vhen Diocletian determined to reside himself in the East, he
chose N icomedia, and Nicomedia corresponds to the tentative establishments of Saffah and Mansur on the Euphrates. Vhen-Constantine
decided that N icomedia would not suit the requirements of a new Rome, he was no less at a loss than Mansur, and we are told that various
sites competed for his choice before he discovered Byzantium. lut the tasks which confronted the two founders were videly diiferent.
Constantine had to renew and extend an ancient city; and his plans were conditioned by the hilly Le Stu-ange, -I-5. lagoons which marked its
stream were - In the last portion of its course it navigable (ib. ). enti-real the great swamp, but the nature of the ground. The architectural
inventiveness of Mansur and his engineers was hampered by no pre-existing town; when they had cleared away a miserable hamlet and the
abodcs of infidel monks, they had a tabula rusa-, level and unencumbered, on which they could work their will, confined only by the Isa canal
and the Tigris itself The architects used the opportunity and built a wonderful city of a new type. It was in the form of a perfect circle, four miles
in. circumference, surrounded by three concentric walls con- structed of huge sun-dried bricks. In the centre stood the Palace of Mansur,

known as the Golden Gate, and close to it the Great. losque. The whole surrounding area, enclosed by the inmost wall,...
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