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Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Increased demands for
cleaner burning  energ y, coupled with the relatively recent technolog ical advances in accessing
unconventional hydrocarbon-rich g eolog ic formations, have led to an intense effort to find and
extract natural g as from various underg round sources around the country. One of these
sources, the Marcellus Shale, located in the Alleg heny Plateau, is currently underg oing
extensive drilling  and production. The technolog y used to extract g as in the Marcellus Shale is
known as hydraulic fracturing  and has g arnered much attention because of its use of larg e
amounts of fresh water, its use of proprietary fluids for the hydraulic-fracturing  process, its
potential to release contaminants into the environment, and its potential effect on water
resources. Nonetheless, development of natural g as extraction wells in the Marcellus Shale is
only part of the overall natural g as story in this area of Pennsylvania.
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