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Benedictines of Caldey Island: Containing the History, Purpose, Method, and Summary of the Rule of the Benedictines of the Isle of Caldey, S.
Wales; (Formerly of Painsthorpe, York) Might easily recur. It is therefore pleasant to record how uniformly cordial my relations have been with
the Abbot and all the Community. When they first came here, having neither priest nor chapel, they were obliged to come to the parish church
for Holy Communion. But they did not content themselves with that. Though their many O?ices took up much time, they yet came regularly to
the Sunday moming and evening services, sang in the Choir (one being organist for half the time they were here), and helped in the Sunday
School. One Of them started a Class for farm lads, which proved a great success, attracting a large number, and bringing many to
Confirmation and Holy Communion. If the Regulars and Seculars had always worked together as we have done, many reasons for Dissolution
would have been non-existent. But it is a happy augury for the future; for though on Caldey Island there are no parochial Clergy, and the
Islanders are entirely dependent on the Community for all spiritual ministrations, we look for developments in time to come, when
Communities are scattered over the country, supplementing the ordinary ministrations, caring for neglected spots, bringing new life and
energy to brighten many a lonely and despondent priest, and give him fresh hope. This is looking at the active Side of Community life (natural
to a parish priest), rather than at its contemplative side. But the fact that, though primarily a Contemplative Order, they have found lines Of
active work not incompatible, even...
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