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Print on Demand *****.We do not sug g est that this is a book that can be safely disreg arded by anyone who wishes to form a sound judg ment
on the supremely important question, what positive and constructive policy have the Temperance party to put before the country? It appears to
us madness to denounce all forms of public manag ement of the liquor trade as being  equally pernicious, as it also does to cry out for the total
prohibition of that which a vast majority of our people, unfortunately, still desire to have. The plea for direct municipalisation of the drink trade
should be carefully considered on its merits, and it is well to have it put before us by an able and clear-headed enthusiast for the
municipalisation of thing s in g eneral. His work should be read side by side with those in which Rowntree and Sherwell have pointed out the
perils that lurk in the public manag ement of such a dang erous business as the liquor trade, and the urg ent need that whatever steps are taken
to secure it shall be most carefully considered, in the lig ht of all the experience g ained in Sweden, Norway, and elsewhere. That it is widely
diCerent from other forms of industry, and needs quite special treatment, the author allows, when he writes (p. 141): - The somewhat
unsavoury character of the occupation makes it the resort of persons unfitted for posts where training , knowledg e, or hig h character is
required. Edward Pease pleads for common sense, which leads him to the rather pessimistic conclusion that they are mistaken who expect
from any leg islation whatsoever a rapid reduction in our national consumption of alcohol. For ourselves, we are suCiciently fanatical to
believe...
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