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the Lakes and Rivers: Water and Water-Powers of the Province of Ontario By fishes | would be understood to mean predatory or carnivorous
fishes, which live by devouring, for the most part, the other kinds of fish referred to above, namely, those which, while themselves good for
food, consume nothing which man himself could or would eat. Now, without having made a study of the subject, it appears to me that the aim
of the fish culturist should be to keep such kinds and such numbers of fish as will utilize all the fish-food afforded by his pond or lake; preferring
of course those kinds which will yield the largest return, in respect of quantity and quality of human food. On the other hand the predatory
fishes, such as the pike, should, it seems to me, be entirely banished or excluded from the ponds or lakes, if possible. The result of allowing
such fishes to remain being, that although they may in due time themselves become the food of man, they will probably have consumed more
than twenty times their weight of better fish, which, but for them, might also have become human food. This would be any thing but true
economy. We know pretty well how many pounds of corn it takes to make a pound of pork, or a pound of beef but we are entirely in the dark
(at least1am) as to how many pounds of herring or white-fish are required to make a pound of pike, of dore or pickerel, or even of lake trout. It
is difficult to form even a conjecture on the subject, butlam inclined to think that...
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