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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand ***** Excerpt from Faiths and Folklore, Vol. 1 of 2: A Dictionary of National Beliefs, Superstitions and Popular Customs, Past and
Current, With Their Classical and Foreign Analogues, Described and Illustrated It is very rarely indeed that a book on Popular Antiquities or any
otheranalogous topic so commends itself to the public, and so maintains its rank and estimation, as to continue to be the recognised source
of reference in successive editions during more than a century and a half The present work, from its first appearance under the auspices of the
Rev. Henry Bourne in 1725, and under the title of Antiquitates Vulgares, has so largely and essentially partaken of the anecdotal character, and
so much depends on detail, not only for the confirmation of statements, but for the maintenance of interest, that an Editor, whatever he may
do in the withdrawal of positive redundancies, is scarcely able to emulate the judicial conciseness of Buckle in his History of Civilization or the
rhetorical and imposing periods of Macaulay. A compiler of a picture of Ancient Manners and Opinions on a documentary and lexicographical
principle or basis, besides a bare statement of facts, has, as it were, to call witnesses, and record their depositions for the benefit of the
reader. His personal views and experience are apt to be of service in chief measure in the choice of authorities and in the arrangement of
evidence. Much of the charm in a book of the present class must necessarily lie in more or less copious and varied illustration, and its value
and use would be impaired by lending to it the character ofa summary or digest. The...
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