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Small Beer Press, United States, 2009. Paperback. Condition: New. First Paperback Edition. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. hese two
short novels bookend Poppy Z. Brite s cheerfully chaotic series starring  two chefs in New Orleans. The Value of X introduces G-man and Rickey,
who g rew up in New Orleans Lower Ninth Ward and who are slowly realizing  there are only two important thing s in life: cooking  and each other.
Rickey s parents aren t quite so taken with the boy s plans and g et him an impossible-to-resist place at the Culinary Institute of America. In
D*U*C*K, Rickey and G-man s restaurant, Liquor, is doing  well but there are the usual complications of running  a kitchen: eg os g et bruised,
people g et fired .and then Rickey is jumped in an alley by one of their ex-waiters. On the mend, Rickey takes a side job to cater the annual
Ducks Unlimited banquet, where every course must, of course, include the ducks the hunters have bag g ed. Rickey s crew are ready to meet
the challeng e, but Rickey s not sure he can do it all and deal with the g uest of honor-his childhood hero, former New Orleans Saints
quarterback Bobby Hebert. Fun foodie fiction, and readers will scarf it down as quickly as a plate of blackened crawfish. -Publishers Weekly
Orig inally published in limited hardcover editions, these two novels are full of the pure joy of love, hard work, and g reat food and are a
tremendous extension (or introduction) to Brite s series. Praise fo the Rickey and G-man stories: A hig h-end restaurant is.a g iG that keeps on
g iving . The heat, the bickering s and intrig ue, the pursuit of perfection, the dodg y money keeping  it all afloate: the setting  spawns plots.Can
the [Liquor] franchise sustain itself? The answer is yes. -New York Times World-class...
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