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circumnavig ation of the g lobe. Vasco da Gama sailed the dang erous waters around Africa to India on a quest for Christiansand spices.
Columbus soug ht g old and pepper but found the New World. By the time these fiHeenth- and sixteenth-century explorers set sail, the aromas
of these savory, seductive seeds and powders had tempted the palates and imag inations of Europe for centuries. Spice: The History of a
Temptation is a history of the spice trade told not in the conventional narrative of politics and economics, nor of conquest and colonization,
but throug h the intimate human impulses that inspired and drove it. Here is an exploration of the centuries-old desire for spice in food, in
medicine, in mag ic, in relig ion, and in sexand of the allure of forbidden fruit ling ering  in the scents of cinnamon, pepper, g ing er, nutmeg ,
mace, and clove. We follow spices back throug h time, throug h history, myth, archaeolog y, and literature. We see spices in all their diversity,
lauded as love potions and aphrodisiacs, as panaceas and defenses ag ainst the plag ue. We journey from relig ious rituals in which spices were
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trails of the spice seekers leading  from the deserts of ancient Syria to thrill-seekers on the Internet. We discover how spice became one of the
first and most enduring  links between...
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