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from A Nineteenth-Century Miracle The first covert - a small wood on the ank of a hill - was blank, and the hounds moved on across country to
the next draw. It was a land of pasture, and in every fence was a deep muddy passage, through which the field splashed in single file with the
grave stolidity of the cows by whom the gaps had been made. Mrs. Pat was feeling horribly bored. Her escort had joined himselfto two of the
ladies of the hunt, and though it was gratifying to observe that one wore a paste brooch in her tie and the other had an imitation cavalry bit
and bridle, with a leather tassel hanging from her pony s throat, these things lost their savour when she had no one with whom to make merry
over them. She had left her sandwiches in the dog-cart, her servant had mistaken sherry for whisky when he was filling her ask; the day had
clouded over, and already one brief but furious shower had scourged the curl out of her dark fringe and made the reins slippery. At last,
however, a nice - looking gorse covert was reached, and the hounds threw themselves into it with promising alacrity. Pilot steadied himself,
and stood with pricked ears, giving an occasional snatch at his bit, and looking, as no one knew better than his rider, the very picture of a
hunter, while he listened for the first note that should tell of a find. He had not long to wait. There came a thin little squeal from the middle of
the covert, and a hound ung up out of the thicker gorse...
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