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it actually occurs. Writing in advance, | can only contemplate it as a magnificent ideal, and describe it as it strikes not the eye and ear but the
heart, the imagination, and the historic sense. First and foremost and above all else, the Coronation is a religious act. It is imbedded in the
very heart of the great Christian service of the Holy Eucharist. Litany and Introit and Gospel and Creed lead up to it, and itin turn leads on to Te
Deum and Offertory and Consecration and Communion. But though (or perhaps because) it is thus supremely and conspicuously religious, the
Coronation is national and secular and historical as well. Other nations do not crown their Sovereigns. Some have no crowns to give, and[2]
others are in doubt about the rightful recipients; in some, revolutions have shattered the immemorial landmarks, or the sharp sword of civil
war has severed the sacred thread of succession, or the State itselfis a mushroom growth of yesterday, with no roots and fibres striking deep
down to the bedrock of the national life.
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