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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the
original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XIIl THE PROCESSION OF SUNS
Phenomena are functions oftime, and the form of the function has to be determined in each particular case. That is what the historical method
comes to, and its use is prevalent and almost compulsory. We can no longer be satisfied with a simple bird s-eye view of the universe; our
thoughts are irresistibly driven to grope into its past, and to divine its future. Statical conceptions sufficed for our intellectual forefathers. They
aimed at establishing the equilibrium of things, while we see them in a never-ending flux. One aspect of them calls up the next, and that
another, and so on ad infinitum; we cannot, if we would, balance ourideas on the pivot of the transient present. The immutable heavens of the
ancients strike us to-day as the invention of a strange race of beings. We see them, on the contrary, with Shelley as a frail and fading sphere, a
brief expanse, the seat and scene of change. The fixed stars long ago broke away from their moorings, and began to flit at large through
space. Of late a less obvious, more intimate kind of mobility has been attributed to them. Grooves of individual development have been
assigned to them, along which they appear to shift as the tardy ages go by; and since everything that grows must decay, the orbs of heaven,
too, incur the doom of mortality. But modern science has done much...
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