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***** On the mostimportant (instead of the foreword) This book is in Russian, yet no one has read it, my dear reader. You are the first. | do not
know why it had dropped out of sight of publishers and translators. | remember, in Soviet times, | tried to blow the whistle on it. Alas. Poor
Rider Haggard! At that time ideologists of Marxism scarified his novel. Butit s a classic! We all have read King Solomon s Mines, Montezuma s
Daughter, The Lady of Blossholme and so on and so forth. Maybe people are different now: they read less, think, philosophize. | will not
mention the well known and popular writers of the detective genre by name. What they wrote is far from being a classical literature. Fast-
ripening plots on the mediocre crowd. Who read them and where? Nevertheless, there is a demand and, therefore, there is a supply. To retell
the content of the novel makes no sense, even if only for one reason, that reading any work of English writer is a fascinating journey into other
worlds, unknown, untrodden. The very fact that | was translating this novel not by request, but by the will of the heart, - speaks volumes. For
me The Yellow God is embodiment of the bright youth. | was in no hurry with translation. The novel was being rewritten in Russian for a long
time. I had no one to urge me on. In cold winter evenings by the light of a dim lamp I languished from unbearable African heat, drowning in the
swamps teemed with crocodiles, and sat by Asika, her burning eyes without bottom devoured me. That...
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