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*****.On the most important (instead of the foreword) This book is in Russian, yet no one has read it, my dear reader. You are the first. I do not
know why it had dropped out of sig ht of publishers and translators. I remember, in Soviet times, I tried to blow the whistle on it. Alas. Poor
Rider Hag g ard! At that time ideolog ists of Marxism scarified his novel. But it s a classic! We all have read King  Solomon s Mines, Montezuma s
Daug hter, The Lady of Blossholme and so on and so forth. Maybe people are diEerent now: they read less, think, philosophize. I will not
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ripening  plots on the mediocre crowd. Who read them and where? Nevertheless, there is a demand and, therefore, there is a supply. To retell
the content of the novel makes no sense, even if only for one reason, that reading  any work of Eng lish writer is a fascinating  journey into other
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