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***x* Of the nations which have contributed to the direct stream of civilization, Egypt and Mesopotamia are at present believed to be the
oldest. The chronological dispute as to the relative antiquity of the two countries is of minor importance; for while in Babylonia the historical
material is almost entirely inscriptional, in Egypt we know the handicrafts, the weapons, the arts, and, to a certain extent, the religious beliefs
ofthe race up to a period when it was just emerging from the Stone Age. In a word, Egypt presents the most ancient race whose manner of life
is known to man. From the beginning of its history-that is, from about 4500 B.C.-we can trace the development ofa religion one of whose most
prominent elements was a promise of a life after death. It was still a great religion when the Christian doctrine of immortality was enunciated.
In the early centuries of the Christian era, it seemed almost possible that the worship of Osiris and Isis might become the religion of the

classical world; and the last stand made by civilized paganism against Christianity was in the temple of Isis at Philae in the sixth century after
Christ.
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