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g enius of Bate! Jan 24, 2001 By Amanda E M Wrig ht (Cambridg e, Eng land) - Jonathan Bate's THE GENIUS OF SHAKESPEARE takes issue with
cultural conservatives and with politically correct radicals to explain how a dramatist of humble org ins became the best known author in
history. In what is described as "a new kind of biog raphy", Bate oLers a two-part history of Shakespeare's talent and reputation. Instead of the
usual life story or play-by-play account, Bate beg ins part one by discussing  the anecdotes that were told about Shakespeare during  his life,
looking  at how his contemporaries saw him. Then he moves on to dissect the sonnets showing  the various ways they have been used to
provide a biog raphical key to their author's life. Wielding  Occam's razor, Bate attacks the tendency of the "life and works" approach to over-
interpret the poems to illuminate the dark corners of the life.Bate's willing ness to admit that much will never be known is refreshing . His
sug g estion about the Dark Lady's identity is delig htfully mischievous: she could have been the wife of John Florio, Italian secretary to the Earl
of Southampton. Given the sources, this is as credible as most other interpretations, even thoug h Bate is attempting  to convict the poet
Samuel Daniel's sister of multiple adultery on circumstantial evidence that would not have persuaded Othello. More daring  is Bate's solution
to the conclusion of "Master W H", the unknown "beg etter" of the sonnets. This, he arg ues, is just a printer's error for "W S" (William
Shakespeare).When addressing ...
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