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coping  with the Earth s atmosphere, and rapidly retreat into their cylinder. A human deputation (which includes the astronomer Og ilvy)
approaches the cylinder with a white flag , but the Martians incinerate them and others nearby with a heat-ray before beg inning  to assemble
their machinery. Military forces arrive that nig ht to surround the common, including  Maxim g uns. The population of Woking  and the
surrounding  villag es are reassured by the presence of the military. A tense day beg ins, with much anticipation of military action by the narrator.
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