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Just Immig ration Law, An Impossible Dream? AHer the November 2006 elections, there was hope that the new Democratic controlled Cong ress
would join with President Bush to g ive the country a bipartisan and fair immig ration bill. However, a New York Times editorial wondered if
political interests were strong er than the will of our g overnment to do what is rig ht for immig rants and the country as a whole: Immig ration
remains a hig h-voltag e issue that Cong ress may be too timid or distracted to touch. 16 Unhappily the editorial proved to be accurate. The U.S.
Senate defeated the leg islation in July, 2007. Immig rants and their supporters are not marching  and demonstrating  with the same fervor and
sense of empowerment in 2007 as in 2006. However, we are learning  a lesson from the loss in the Senate. We will continue to plan, g ather
resources, take action, and challeng e both federal and local g overnments to recog nize the positive contributions of immig rants, both
documented and undocumented, to the g reatness of our country. The g oal of undocumented immig rants and their supporters continues to
be a joint bill of the Senate and the House that offers a clear path to residency and citizenship for most immig rants without papers. The McCain-
Kennedy bill (S.R. 2611) referred to earned leg alization, rather than amnesty. Whatever a just resolution to the immig ration debate is called,
immig rants themselves must continue to pressure Cong ress and the White House to come up with a process that will leg alize their presence in
this country. With reg ards the Senate, I contacted the oJice of Senator Edward Kennedy several times. His leg islative aids were helpful. Senator
John McCain, because of his presidential campaig n, left the sponsorship of...
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