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The Free Sea ). The Free Sea was orig inally published in order to buttress Dutch claims of access to the lucrative markets of the East Indies. It
had been composed as the twelFh chapter of a larg er work, De Jure Praedae ( Commentary on the Law of Prize and Booty ), which Grotius
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Eng lish historian, Richard Hakluyt (1552-1616). It also contains William Welwod s critique of Grotius (reprinted for the first time since the
seventeenth century) and Grotius s reply to Welwod. These documents provide an indispensable introduction to modern ideas of sovereig nty
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