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Oxford University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Essential Turing: Seminal Writings in Computing, Logic,
Philosophy, Artificial Intelligence, and Artificial Life, Plus the Secrets of Enigma, B. Jack Copeland, Alan Turing, pioneer of computing and WWII
codebreaker, is one of the most important and influential thinkers of the twentieth century. In this volume for the first time his key writings are
made available to a broad, non-specialist readership. They make fascinating reading both in their own right and for their historic significance:
contemporary computational theory, cognitive science, artificial intelligence, and artificial life all spring from this ground-breaking work, which
is also rich in philosophical and logical insight. An introduction by leading Turing expert Jack Copeland provides the background and guides
the reader through the selection. About Alan Turing Alan Turing FRS OBE, (1912-1954) studied mathematics at King's College, Cambridge. He
was elected a Fellow of King's in March 1935, at the age of only 22. In the same year he invented the abstract computing machines - now known
simply as Turing machines - on which all subsequent stored-program digital computers are modelled. During 1936-1938 Turing continued his
studies, now at Princeton University. He completed a PhD in mathematical logic, analysing the notion of 'intuition' in mathematics and
introducing the idea of oracular computation, now fundamental in mathematical recursion theory. An 'oracle' is an abstract device able to
solve mathematical problems too difficult for the universal Turing machine. In the summer of 1938 Turing returned to his Fellowship at King's.
When WWII started in 1939 he joined the wartime headquarters of the Government Code and Cypher School (GC&CS) at Bletchley Park,
Buckinghamshire. Building on earlier work by Polish cryptanalysts, Turing contributed crucially to the design of electro-mechanical machines
('bombes') used to decipher Enigma, the code by means of which...
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