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*exex U.S. government threat assessments have discussed plans by terrorists to use general aviation aircraft- generally, aircraft not available to
the public for transport-to conduct attacks. Also, the September 11, 2001, terrorists learned to fly at flight schools, which are within the general
aviation community. TSA, within DHS, has responsibilities for general aviation security, and developed AFSP to ensure that foreign students
enrolling at flight schools do not pose a security threat. GAO was asked to assess (1) TSA and general aviation industry actions to enhance
security and TSA efforts to obtain information on these actions and (2) TSA efforts to ensure foreign flight students do not pose a security
threat. GAO reviewed TSA analysis comparing FAA data from January 2006 to September 2011 on foreign nationals applying for airman
certificates with AFSP data, and interviewed 22 general aviation operators at eight airports selected to reflect geographic diversity and

variations in types of operators. This is a public version of a sensitive security report GAO issued in June 2012. Information TSA deemed

sensitive has been omitted, including two recommendations on TSA s vetting of foreign nationals.
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