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character of a man; and where they can be submitted to, honor cannot reside. To all these are to be added the numerous-dependants, the
long list of the younger branches and distant relations, who are to be provided for at the public expense: in short, were an estimation to be
made of the charge of the aristocracy to a nation, it will be found nearly equal to that of supporting the poor. The duke of Richmond alone
(and there are cases similar to his) takes away as much for himself, as would maintain two thousand poor and aged persons. Is it, then, any
wonder, that under such a system of government, taxes and rates have multiplied to their present extent? In stating these matters, | speak an
open and disinterested lai guage, dictated by no passion but that of humanity. To me, who have not only refused offers, because I thought
them improper, but have declined rewards | might with reputation have accepted, it is no wonder that meanness and imposition appear
disgusting. Independence is my happiness, and | view things as they are, without regard to place or person; my country is the world, and my
religion is to do good. Mr. Burke, in speaking of the aristocratical law of primogeniture, says, It is the standard law of our landed inheritance;
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