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Demand *****.Excerpt from Society for Promoting  Leg islation: For the Control and Cure of Habitual Drunkards The question is of g reat
importance; a law, indeed, to this eGect would be not only an act of mercy to the drunkard himself, but in its operation it mig ht be productive
of a salutary influence in restraining  the prevalence of intemperance. Twenty thousand copies of this essay were circulated in America, and
doubtless led to leg islative eGort in that country. This question had a special prominence in the evidence g iven in 1855 before the Scottish
Lunacy Commissioners, and in the Report of these Commissioners in 1857. In January, 1858, Dr. Alexander Peddie contributed a paper, on The
Necessity of Leg islation for the Control and Treatment of Insane Drinkers, to the Medico-Chirurg ical Society of Edinburg h. In March of the same
year Sir Robert Christison aelivered a lecture, at a conversazione of the Royal Colleg e of Surg eons, Edinburg h, on The Medico-Leg al Relations
of the Habits of Intemperance. Dr. Peddie also read a paper, in September, 1860, before the Social Science Association meeting  in Glasg ow, on
Dipsomania, a Proper Subject for Leg al Provision, which caused considerable discussion at the meeting , and in the papers and journals of the
day. Dr. Peddie also g ot up a meeting  of the medical profession in Scotland, in June, 1861, for considering  the proposed amendments of the
Lunacy Act, but mainly for the purpose of bring ing  the inebriate question to the front, as shown by the report of the meeting , and a resolution
proposed by Dr. Peddie, and seconded by Dr. W. T. Gardiner, and ag reed to unanimously, part of which ran as fellows: - That many cases of
excessive...
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