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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 78 pages. OCLC Number: (OCoLC)244821092
Subject: Human rights -- China. Excerpt: . . . 11 ical prerequisite to a strong environment. At the center of our ini-tiative is the only Web site we
are aware of dedicated to Chinese environmental laws. In China, according to the World Bank, between 1981 and 2001 the proportion of those
living in poverty fell from 53 percent to 8 percent. While this indisputably is a laudable accomplishment, what is less clear in 2008 is the
percentage ofthose not living in economic poverty, but environmental poverty. To give just one in-sight regarding air issues alone, particulate
levels in Beijing are as much as six times that of New York City. Reportedly, more than 300, 000 people per year die prematurely from air
pollution in China. With this backdrop, China is planning to build over 500 coal-fired power plants before 2020. Just today on the Associated
Press there was an article: Pollution Turns China River Red and Foamy, Two Hundred Thousand Lose Water. In the face of these issues it is
important to make one point clear. From my firsthand observations, what China does will make a better environment. Several factors motivate
that goal, including the Olympics. As Senator Dorgan recognized a few minutes ago, with the international media presence and all eyes on
Beijing this August, China knows the world is watching not just its athletes, but its gray skies as well, and needs to promote a positive image
of the environment. From the beginning, the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games Organizing Committee ( BOCOG ) has promoted the event as the
Green Olym-pics. A report from the United Nations last year credited Beijing with significant strides in an investment of 12 billion...
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