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Forg otten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Scientific
Method in Education Education has always recog nized the fact that the past is involved in a cultivated present; the mistake has been that it
has considered information about the past rather than activity in the prog ress of the past as fundamental. The lesson taug ht by evolu tion -
that life is movement, not rest - has been interpreted as meaning  movement in a fixed stag e of development, not as movement from simple to
complex conditions. With this understanding  the theory of the social environment as the true stimulus for consciousness has resulted in the
attempt to project the life of the child into a social, ethical, and civil environment which is simply a reduced copy of the life of the present
century. This withholds from him those simpler modes of activity which would be the stimuli adapted for the early years of life. For example, it
beg ins the work in manual training  with the perfected tools and exact g eometrical desig ns of the skilled mechanic, and so in that
development which should be prog ressive from the early years - as soon as the child has learned to walk and to handle thing s - constructive
activity is deferred until he reaches the hig her g rammar g rades. Nothing  can more painfully and perfectly illustrate the failure of this idea of
prog ression in educational theory than the action taken throug h the sug g estions of leaders in education all over the country, action which
delays manual and constructive work until children have reached the sixth or seventh g rade. Growth from the simple to the complex, and not
g rowth beg inning  in the complex, is the fundamental in the natural law of life. Althoug h the theory of the experience...
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