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LAKE Mr. B. Excuse me. | am pleased to be here on behalf of NFIB, representing small businessmen with similar concerns as myself concerning
the health insurance. You have done a good job of introducing my firm. You may be familiar with some facilities that we have designed, one
being the Nature Conservancy at Red Canyon Ranch in Lander, Wyoming, the other being the main facility at Spring Creek Ranch resort in
Jackson, Wyoming. We have been trying to create a relaxed environment. | feel that providing healthcare for my employees is one way that |
can do this, to give them some peace of mind and help them feel confident that their insurance needs will be met. This was not a troubling
task when we started our firm in 1996. We went for a few years with Blue Cross insurance until the pre-miums started to escalate and we could
no longer afford to stay with that company. We then switched to Life Investors Insurance Company of America, and we were with them for a
couple of years until they decided to pull out of the health insurance in Wyoming, and so they gave us an 18-month withdrawal period. We
thought we would renew with them but their premium increased from 2, 800 a month to nearly 4, 800 a month, and my company was not able
to absorb that. We switched to John Alden Life Insurance at this point, and things were okay for a year, but in October of 2002 | had an em-
ployee find out that his 3-year-old daughter had a malignant brain tumor in the base of her skull. He was devastated. So we...
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