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Createspace Independent Publishing  Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.Enter what is an alternative universe to most of America, a West Oakland, California neig hborhood, circa 1990, where 13-year-old Ryo is
luckier than many kids because he has a mother, Tracy, who loves him, and an extended family of father-fig ure, Brownie, a Vietnam War
combat veteran, and g randfather Jon, a World War II Merchant Marine sailor. Ryo also has a loyal best-friend, Chipmunk. And, Ryo has a dream
of becoming  an airplane pilot. Still, he cannot remain unaDected by a seeming ly hopeless environment from which there appears to be no
escape, doomed to be g rounded forever without the wing s of money. And, for kids like Ryo and Chipmunk, there seems to be only one way to
g et money. by working  for the young  drug  dealer, Big  Bird. Sensing  Ryo s intellig ence, 15-year-old Big  Bird g rooms him for inside work and
promises to fulfill Ryo s dream of flying , while making  Chipmunk a runner to distribute his wares to street-corner dealers and carry back the
profits. Ryo also befriends Big  Bird s bodyg uard, a strang e silent boy named Greyhound who ran away from Mississippi and is bound to Big
Bird for saving  his life, thoug h realizing  he s just as trapped as the poor little suckers out on the street. Ryo is warned by those who love him
that he and Chipmunk better g et out while they still can. But, how else can Ryo earn the money to escape the hood and make his dream of
flying  come true?.
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