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by the Holy Spirit and His sevenfold g iEs that St. Anthony accomplished those g reat wonders which we admire in his life. Supernatural lig ht and
piety and streng th were the means which God furnished him, and by which he so marvellously fulfilled his mission. When the Saviour wished to
save men, He commenced His ministry by instructing  them. He preached in Judea and in Galilee, in fact He declared that His mission was
precisely to preach to men. When He was about to ascend to heaven, He charg ed His apostles to continue the work He had beg un, and
insisted that they also should preach His word to men. Yet let us not suppose that preaching  consists merely in the discourses which the
apostle delivered: No, said a g reat preacher, the apostle is not only a man who knows, and who teaches by means of the word delivered; the
apostle is a man who preaches Christianity with his whole being , and whose very presence is the appearance of another Christ. And such was
St. Anthony of Padua, to whom devotion is so widespread to-day. This amiable saiut was at once both monk and apostle. To the preaching  of
the Gospel he added the strict observance of the severest counsels and the constant practice of fasting , of penance, and of prayer. It was by
these means that he captivated countless followers: the just were streng thened, the slothful fired with zeal, sinners were converted, and
heretics recog nized their errors. At the comparatively early ag e of thirty-six years...
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