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*****The triggerfishes are one of the best known and most vili-fied groups of marine livestock. This status is not altogether undeserved;
triggers are oddly shaped, often beautifully marked, with bizarre behavioral repertoires. The group is widely, if cautiously used for human
consumption, and their rough skin appropriately used as a biological sand-paper. Easily acquired, acclimated, raised and trained; except for
the overtly cantanker-ousness of some species Balistids make for the best of marine keeping. Some Personal Background re Myself the Group:
When | was somewhat younger and foolish (versus older and still foolish) it was my desire to work on this family s classi-fication as
requirement for my PhD (=piled higher and deeper) in systematic ichthyology in the way of a series monograph. As time progressed, as it s
wont to do, it became painfully aware to me that mere mortals do not live long enough to visit all the scien-tific collections, do the various
measurements and analytical work involved in such an endeavor. It turns out the Balistids are just too darn big a task, with many species
spread out over most everywhere in tropical to sub-tropical seas. but maybe if | gave up my day and night jobs. | offer this brief paragraph as
explanation for my keen interest in triggers as well as documented proof of my intention to someday finish the taxonomic review and make
the practical husbandry notes available to the science, hobby and business of aquatics in the way of a book. As far as hardiness, intelligence
and any measure of outgoingness, there is no doubt the Triggerfishes receive the highest of scores. As a group these fishes greedily consume
any/all types...
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