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Coffee House Press, United States, 1999. Paperback. Condition: New. New. Language: English . Brand New Book. As the engines roar and the
green flag waves, these stories tear across their rural landscape with the energy of a Winston Cup race. Like W.P. Kinsella s minor league
ballplayers, Jonis Agee s drivers, pit crews, mechanics, and their families live in small towns, eat at truck stops, and have a hard time keeping
their dreams from destroying their lives. From the garage to the kitchen table, from demolition derby to nascar, Agee s hapless heroes open
our eyes as they take the wall. The wildly popular sport of auto racing is a backdrop in these stories for exploration of the creative and
destructive aspects of obsession. In farmhouses, mobile homes, and roadside trailer courts, fathers and sons, mothers and daughters all try
to figure out how to keep their families running as smoothly as their cars. Taking the Wall is rich with details about racing and rural life, and
richer yet in insight into that part of the human spirit that just doesn t know how to quit. Agee takes a personal and compassionate look at a
grab bag of individuals linked by obsession. Reviews Novelist (South of Resurrection) and short fiction (Bend This Heart) writer Agee s
collection of bittersweet stories dissects the rough world of auto racing from the working-class perspectives of drivers, pit crews, fans, family
and other hangers-on. While taking the wall, crashing into it, is the worst possible scenario, Agee s characters secretly wish for the excitement,
horror and suspense it offers: will the driver walk away from the fiery wreck? Domestic life unfolds around the racetrack throughout the
collection. The Pop Off Valve is a monologue in which an unnamed narrator recounts her naovet in marrying...
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