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Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original
book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1922 Excerpt: . can American ships compete successfully with foreign
ships? It is a far-reaching question that is stated in these words, a question that goes right to the root of the life of our present-day merchant
marine. For unless American ships can compete successfully with the ships of foreign nations, which still manage to dominate our own
overseas carrying, there can be no future for ocean shipbuilding and navigation under the American flag. Therefore this question is one of as
direct personal interest to naval architects and marine engineers of all grades and ratings in their profession as it is to the shipowners and
managers themselves. The future livelihood and success of thousands of energetic and ambitious Americans hang upon a right solution of the
problem of the ship in service. Three main causes well known to men of our maritime industry were responsible for the inability of successful
competition under the American flag with foreign ocean shipping previous to the great war. For more than a hundred years the privilege of
wearing American colors had as a general policy been reserved to ships of American construction. Coupled with this reservation, in the earlier
years of our national life, was a vigorous national policy of encouragement to American ships--the discriminating duty policy, so called--which
absolutely guaranteed to these ships a strong preference in employment. Under this policy, not completely abandoned until 1850 against our
chief competitor, Great Britain, the requirement that American ships must be built solely...
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