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Demand *****.Excerpt from The Task That Challeng es: Home Mission Text Book The dawn of the Twentieth Century found the church facing  a
unique Home Mission situation in America. The existing  reg ime which had identified Home Missions with denominational operations for
ministering  chiefly to pioneer conditions in frontier reg ions, came g radually to an end. New situations, involving  acute problems, arising  from
economic, social and moral conditions, thrust themselves into prominence everywhere. Political Economists, Social Reformers and Christian
Philanthropists were beg inning  to exercise thoug ht and enlist their sympathies to meet the domestic crisis, induced by increasing
immig ration, social unrest, the declining  country church, overcrowding  in cities, isolated mountain people, and other backward classes. The
Church, occupied with its individual denominational propag anda, and in the throes of a nation-wide Forward Movement in Foreig n Missions,
failed to recog nize promptly the Home Mission crisis which had sprung  up over nig ht. Such was the status of aFairs when the Young  People s
Missionary Movement was inaug urated by the leading  denominations of the country. Those who represented the Presbyterian Church in the
United States were Reverends A. L. Phillips, W. R. Dobyns, S. H. Chester, H. F. Williams and S. L. Morris. The first convention was held at Lookout
Mountain, Tenn., near Chattanoog a, July 1-8, 1903. Foreig n Mission text books were in abundance, but all parties were embarrassed by lack of
suitable material for presenting  the needs and claims of Home Missions. The only available books were Our Country, by Josiah Strong ;
Leavening  the Nation, by Joseph B. Clark; Presbyterian Home Missions, by Sherman H. Doyle; Under Our Flag , by Alice Guernsey, and The
Minute Man on the Frontier, by W. G. Puddefoot. They were valuable,...
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